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Have you ever had to deal with a loose implant (https://www.speareducation.com/spear-
review/category/implants) crown? Implants are being used more and more in dentistry and if you have not
dealt with this yet, chances are you will sooner or later. When it comes to loose implant crowns, I
personally think the most difficult to deal with are cement-retained implants with a loosened abutment
screw.

Even though implant design has improved greatly over the years and the incidence of screw loosening has
decreased greatly, the simple fact is that screws still come loose occasionally. Not to mention, there are still
a lot of older implants out there that are more prone to screw loosening.

The first step in dealing with any implant restoration is to determine the exact implant you are dealing with
to ensure you have the right components ready and available. While this should be easy if the implant was
placed while the patient was under your care, you may experience difficulty obtaining records if the
implant was placed by another dentist prior to the patient being under your care. If you can’t find records
that document the exact implant that you are dealing with, your job will be harder since there will be a risk
of misidentifying the implant. On the bright side, many implant manufacturers have technical departments
that are skilled in identifying implants based upon radiographs. The few times I have done this, they have
accurately identified the implant.
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While you could try to tap the crown off the abutment, you are faced with two potential problems –
breaking the abutment screw and damaging the internal threads of the implant. Due to this risk, I prefer to
access the abutment screw though the crown leaving an access hole similar to an endodontic access. It’s
worth noting if the crown is rotating on the implant, it can help you determine the location of the screw
since it should be in the center of the point of rotation. It is important to remember that while you may
place material such as cotton, wax or Teflon over the abutment screws, a previous dentist may not
have used those materials.

When it comes to trying to find the screw my best advice is to make sure you aren’t pushing it too far. You
do not want to damage the screw; this could complicate removing the screw, or worse, you could damage
the implant itself. While you and your patient will be disappointed if you cannot save the crown, it will be
much worse if you damage the implant and possibly lose the implant itself.

Even if you can’t safely locate the screw, you still have to get the restoration off, so the question now
becomes "What now?" In cases like this, I like to cut the mesial and distal of the crown off to create a
diastema on both sides that is large enough to allow you to rotate the crown to remove it. Of course the
downside to this approach is the fact that the restoration is now ruined and the patient will need a new
one. While we prefer to avoid this, it is far better than compromising the implant itself.

While I hope you don’t have a patient with a loose implant crown, I hope this will give you some ideas that
will help you if you come across a patient with this problem.

John R. Carson, DDS, PC, Spear Visiting Faculty and Contributing Author [ www.johncarsondds.com
(http://www.johnrcarsondds.com/) ]
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Transform Your Practice Through
Hands-On Learning

Enjoy our state-of-the-art campus in Scottsdale, Arizona for hands-on
learning that will redefine your approach to dentistry. Our CE-eligible

workshops are taught by our world-class faculty and span a wide
range of clinical topics to fit every dentist’s needs.
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