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How to Retrieve a Broken Implant Abutment

By John Carson (/spear-review/author/john-carson/) on February 26,2018 (/bookmarks/bookmark/2289

Recently, | had the not-so-pleasant experience of retrieving a broken implant
(https://www.speareducation.com/spear-review/category/implants) abutment. This was a really
challenging case. As a result, | would like to share some tips with you about what | learned.

1. First, the more magnification and light you have available, the better. | was really happy that | had put
microscopes in my office last year. If you don’t have enough light and magnification to get great
visualization of the piece you need to retrieve, | suggest you refer your patient to someone who does. Being
able to clearly view things is critical to ensuring you don’t damage the implant. If you do damage the
implant, you’ll have to replace the abutment and crown - and also remove the implant to place a new one.

2. If there is a portion remaining you may be able to grasp it and pull out the abutmant
3. Try to get an instrument under the most apical portion of the remaining piece

4, The next thing | suggest trying is vibrating the broken piece loose with an ultrasonic. The key here is to
only touch the abutment and not the implant itself.
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5. Without it spinning, take the largest football bur you can fit inside the abutment without touching the
implant surface and “bip” your rheostat. The goal is to knock the abutment loose.

6. After trying the previous steps above, | was left with only one option - and a stressful one to say the least.
| placed two grooves in the internal surface of the abutment. This allowed me to place a small flathead

screwdriver in them and break the abutment out.
2
7. My final tip is to make sure you have allocated plenty of time. You might get lucky and have it come out

easily; however, in my particular case it took about an hour and a half.
What other methods have you tried? Let us know below.

John R. Carson, D.D.S., P.C., Spear Visiting Faculty and Contributing Author - www.johncarsondds.com
(http://www.johncarsondds.com)

IMPLANTS - THE SURGICAL/RESTORATIVE CONNECTION

SEMINAR: Implants - The Surgical/Restorative Connection
: i

(http://content.speareducation.com/sociall-implants-the-surgical-restorative-connection-20170310)

Ready to ensure your practice stays ahead of the curve? Implants are rapidly becoming part of everyday dentistry.
Attend this this two-day course to explore the essentials of treatment planning, placement and restoration of

dental implants in both simple and complex implant reconstructions.
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